in the Himalayas after Paravati came of marriageable age. Did Sangkara go and
seek her hand in great eagerness because Satidevi was reborn as Parvati? Or,
was he induced to do so by virtue of cupid's arrows? How did the wedding of Shiva
and Uma take place? Kindly enlighten me, 0 Granter of Desires!

HAYAGRIVA: 0 Kumbhasambhava (Pot-born one)! I shall relate to thee that
story, hearing which one shall be purified from all sins:

Beholding the wonderfully waxing beauty of his daughter so unexcelled in all
the three worlds, Himavan fell into deep thought, sitting all alone at the top of a
peak of the Himalayas. He began to cogitate and reason thus: "Here, in my race is
now born the very incarnation of beauty - capable of ruling all the three worlds. She
is the brightest gem in all my treasury. She is super-natural in appearance and
movement. My race has been purified and magnified for all time, through her birth
in it. Her youth is now fast approaching and 1 must find a suitable match for her; but
I cannot decide who in the three worlds is to be her spouse! Neither Indra norYama
can equal her. Nor can kubera or Brahma claim her. I wonder if even Vishnu could
equal her! While he was thus in deep thought, there approached Devamuni Narada
gracefully strumming at his Veena, Mahita, and singing praises of Lord Mahesvara.
Happily surprised at this most opportune appearance of the Maharshi, Himavan ran
to meet Narada with both his arms extended in welcome. The sage looked like the
cool and joy-inspiring full-moon in the firmament, with his fair-complexioned body
like a milky-white cloud, and the knotted hair shining like a streak of lightning amid
the sound of divine music of Nada-Brahma proceeding from his Veena. His body
purified by a bath in the crystal-clear and icy-cold waters of the sacred Ganges of
the Himalayas, and his mind immersed in the Joy of the Antaratma, the Sage Narada
approached the Lord of the Mountains beaming with the joy of ecstasy. Himavan
offered purified water and invited the Devarshi to an eminent seat.

After Himavanta had also sat down after paying due respects to Narada, the
latter said: "0 Himavanta! You are like Indra of the Devas. You are the greatest of
all mountains on earth! I ever feel happy to think of your purity and greatness. The
world stands steady because it is held in place by you, by Sesha, Kurma and the
Dik-Nagas or Qajas. Hence all praise to you all: I have something very important
to tell you, so please listen carefully: You are fortunate and blessed indeed in having
the mother of the fourteen worlds as your own daughter. She is Ambika, She is
Pushti, She is Dhatri, She is Luxmi. She has taken this sublime body in fulfillment
of the boon given to you. She alone is Svadha, Svaha, Niti and Santhi, She is
Atma-Vidya, Guhya Vidya, Papaghni, Papanasini, as She is the re-incarnation of
Sati Devi, she shall become the bride of Lord Shiva; and She will adorn his left side
as his ardhanari. As She has already attained to maidenhood, please take her to
Kailash immediately. There, in Sthanvasrama, Sankara is performing severe tapas
with great Vairagya. Victorious over his mind and his senses, he sits in Samadhi"
Yoga undisturbed by the outer pleasures and distractions of the senses. Take your
daughter to him and leave her there to attend to all his needs, and comforts; for she
is ever contemplating him, and longs to serve him. Only gradually, through devoted
service, will Uma be able, in due course, to win him again for her husband. The
devas, who are being tortured byTarakasura, are keen on this wedding taking place
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